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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendment filed on June 9 th , 2005 has been entered. Claims 1 and 8 
have been amended. No claims have been canceled. No claims have been added. 
Claims 1-8 are pending in this application, with claims 1 and 8 being independent. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Davidson 
etal (US PAT #4,873,71 7). 

Regarding claim 1 , Davidson teaches a method for handling an incoming call to 
or an outgoing call from a subscriber terminal (see col. 7, lines 50-52) of a subscriber 
group (reads on the key-system group of terminals, see col. 3, lines 46-48) within a 
digital telecommunications switching center of a telecommunication network (reads on 
the ISDN, see col. 4, lines 60-68), comprising: switching a connection on for the 
transmission of signaling information and useful information (this reads on sending the 
message that contains information about the call, see col. 13, lines 1-6 also, col. 9, 
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lines 4-6) between a calling subscriber terminal and an accepting subscriber terminal 
when there is an incoming call in the digital telecommunications switching center (see 
col. 13, lines 12-14), or a connection for the transmission of signaling information and 
useful information (this reads on sending the message that contains information about 
the call, see col. 13, lines 1-6 also, col. 9, lines 4-6) between the calling subscriber 
terminal of the subscriber group and the accepting subscriber terminal being switched 
when there is an outgoing call in the digital telecommunications switching center (see 
col. 13, lines 8-10); and setting up a 1 connection for the transmission of pure signaling 
information between the calling subscriber terminal and the accepting subscriber 
terminal of the subscriber group in the digital communication center (setting up a 
connection is extremely an inherent feature. Also, this feature can read on "call 
forwarding", see col. 17, and lines 1-53). 

Claim 8 is rejected for the same reasons as discussed above with respect to 
claim 1. 

Regarding claim 2, Davidson teaches each subscriber terminal (reads on the 
three key-system groups subscribers terminals 170,180, and 190, see col. 6, lines 59- 
62) of the subscriber group is assigned a primary number (see col. 6, line 67) and at 
least one associated call number (this is inherent and it reads on the last 4 digits of the 
terminal extension number xxxx, since we are considering the primary directory number 

1 Note that when the call is first captured at the first station (this reads on the first connection) and then 
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is the first 3 digits), each corresponding to the primary call number of another subscriber 
terminal of the subscriber group (this basically means that each associated call number 
which is the extension is associated with primary number of the other subscriber 
terminal since all the subscribers share the same primary directory number, see col. 1 , 
lines 25-30, col. 3, lines 37-38 and lines 46-49, see also, col. 7, lines 18-22 and Fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 3, Davidson teaches when an incoming call directed to a first 
subscriber terminal of the subscriber group is transferred by a second subscriber 
terminal (this may read for example on the leading terminal 181, see col. 9, lines 53-65) 
of the subscriber group in the digital telecommunications switching center, switching a 
connection for the transmission of signaling information and useful information to the 
second subscriber terminal, and maintaining a connection for the transmission of pure 
signaling information to the first subscriber terminal (In Fig. 2, ISDN terminal 182 
provided with a transfer button to perform the transfer functionality. Also, this may 
simply reads on the scenario of the secretary who is transferring calls to different 
extensions, see col. 1, lines 30-61). 

Regarding claim 4, Davidson teaches before an incoming call which is directed to 
a first subscriber terminal and which is associated with the subscriber group is accepted 
or transferred by a second subscriber terminal which is associated with the subscriber 
group, assigning the subscriber information which is associated with the first subscriber 



the call is forwarded to the second stations (this reads on the second connection in the system). 
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terminal and which is obtained from a central database of the digital 
telecommunications switching center, for the duration of the connection, to a subscriber 
line group which is located in the digital telecommunications switching center and 
connects the second subscriber terminal (this basically reads on transferring the calling 
subscriber information to the called subscriber, see col. 8, lines 52-68 and col. 9, lines 
1-8. Davidson teaches displaying information about the called and the calling party to 
the shared secretary, see also, col. 2, lines 53-60 and col. 3, lines 7-27 as well as Fig. 
15). 

Claim 6 is rejected for the same reasons as discussed above with respect to 
claim 3. Also, the imitations recited in claim 6 are inherent. 

Claims 7 and 5 are rejected for the same reasons as discussed above with 
respect to claim 4. The imitations recited in claims 5 and 7 are inherent. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed 06/09/2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

On page 5 of the remarks^applicant argues "the claimed invention requires a 
second connection for the transmission of signaling information". It is not understood 
exactly whether this argument is directed to claim 1 or to all the claims. Even thought, if 
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this argument is in regard to claim 1 , then claim 1 does not recite "a "second 
connection" as alleged by the applicant. Thus, applicant is reading into the claim 
language. 

However, if this argument is directed to claim 8 for example, then a second 
connection can read on the call-forwarding feature. Inherently when the call is first 
captured at the first station with busy/no answer status, this can read on the first 
connection, and then the call is forwarded to the second stations, which can read on the 
second connection in the system. 

Applicant challenged the examiner to point out any disclosure in Davison to this 
manner. Examiner would like to refer the applicant to col. 17, lines 1-53. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rasha S AL-Aubaidi whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7481 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:30 am to 
5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ahmad F. Matar, can be reached on (571) 272-7488. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
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published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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